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It was a pleasant July 8 evening that awaited us
— the Monday night music at the Gazebo, the long
evening light and twilight so many of us look forward to
( especially from January's perspective), and a break
from the stifling heat from the 4". In attendance were
Walt Ingalls, Stephanie Ingalls, Larry & Dot Hesel, Con-
nie Teator, Harriett Rasmussen, Martha Turon, Ron
Golden, Mimi Weeks, Kathie Williams, Pat Lambe, Alice
Roe, Dot Blenis, Rosemary Lambert, and Don Teator.
The only thing out of the ordinary was our meeting
place — the small meeting room, which brought back a
few memories from when it was our usual meeting
place.

We started with a Greene County News article
about the Utter and Tripp families of Oak Hill. Because
Harriett had a hand in the article, she was asked to
read it for the group, providing a long-ago perspective
of these two families. A copy of the article, a bit cut up,
is enclosed in this newsletter.

Dot Blenis brought in a Surprise Post Office let-
terhead, a Stevens hardware store bill, and a menu
from the Parthenon (Mary's, when it was managed by
the Pantilieris family).

And then, we got to the program. Walt Ingalls
agreed to come back for Part 2 of our interview. We ran
the gamut of school day memories (teachers, class-
mates, the principal, favorite (or not) subjects, sports,
after-school activities), marriage, helping out with the
family business, and a retrospective of his adult life
(GNH life, economic forces, lumber business, service to
community, etc.). Although this short paragraph does
not do justice to the influence Walt has had in our area,
suffice it to say that any history of 2002 Town of
Greenville would be sorely remiss without a mention of
this gentleman who exemplifies the best of our area.
Perhaps, some longer listing of the details of this meet-
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ing and the May meeting can be
compiled for a future newsletter.

The next meeting will be a
share session — August 12.

One more note. | try to remind
everyone about newsletter sub-
scriptions twice a year, and this is
one of those times. The expiration
date is listed on the mailing label. If
you wish to renew, send a check
(35 per year) to Don Teator, 3979

—The picture below goes with the ar-
ticle

Photo contributed by Harriett Rasmussen
Judson Cleavland was the
nephew of both Alfred and
Maria Tripp. Today his portrait is
in storage at the Bronck Muse-
um. He was born in 1847 and
died in 1910 at the age of 63.



The past comes vaulting into the present
with portraits of Oak Hill family

By Jessica Arabski

During the nineteenth century the
Tripp and Utter families dominated
local politics and business in Oak
Hill. Today the grass grows tall and
unruly over their graves in the Oak
Hill Cemetery. Weeds and wildflow-
ers are interspersed among the
crooked tombstones and most of the
inscriptions have worn away.

. The families, connected by mar-
riage in the 1830s, would have faded
into obscurity if not for five portraits
recently donated to the Bronck
Museum by Helen Hilzinger, a
descendant of the family and resident
of Oak Hill. The portraits, completed
in 1865 by artist Amos Hamlin,
depict the Oak Hill storekeeper
Alfred Tripp and his wife Maria
Utter, as well as three of their family
members.

Due to the condition of the por-
traits, only those of the Tripps are
currently displayed in the main
entrance of the Bronck house. The
portraits hang alongside the paintings
of three other well-known business-
men in Greene County: Isaac Pruyn,
the first president of the Catskill
National Bank, his brother Lucas,
and also William Croswell, whose
family published the Catskill Packet,
Greene County's first newspaper.

“The Tripps are in good company
for right now,” said Site Manager
Shelby Mattice.

The other three paintings, current-
ly in storage until they can be reno-
vated, include Maria Tripp's brother
and sister-in-law, Isaac and Mary
Ann Utter, as well as Judson Cleav-
land, nephew of the Tripps.

“I certainly applaud Miss
Hilzinger for doing this,” said Mat-
tice, who noted that the donated por-
traits captured an important aspect of
early area commercial life. “For us,
they certainly nailed down a piece of
Greene County history and gave it a
face.”

Family history and local ties

The marriage of the Tripp and
Utter families resulted in a rich histo-
ry. Today, many long-time residents
of the Oak Hill area would most like-
ly find their lineage somehow inter-
twined with the Tripp and Utter
name.

- According to Harriett Rasmussen,
a member of the Greenville Local
History Group, the history of the
Utter family began in Ozk Hill in the
spring of 1783, when James Utter, a
Revolutionary War hero from Say-
brook, Connecticut, arrived in the
area to clear land for a homestead.
Utter spent that winter in Connecti-
cut, later returr‘nz to Oak Hill the
following spriv  1th his young wife
}-I_annah Spenc d their son James,

i

- Although  Hannah Spencer
yearned for her home in Connecticut,
the couple established a farm on Say-
brook Hill, named after Utter's origi-
nal hometown.

. The farm, located on what is now
called Makely Road, was where
Utter's son James, Jr. spent most of
his life. Upon adulthood, he wed
Elizabeth Post.

. The couple continued o reside on
Saybrook Hill, where they raised six
children, including Isaac, who was
l[.'gm in 1808, and Maria, born in

15. -

Isaac, the second eldest child,
eventually married Mary Ann Niles;
the: portraits of Isaac and his wife are
now part of Hilzinger's donation to
the Bronck Museum,

“Aside from Isaac and Maria,
among the Utters' six children was
also another daughter, Catharine,
who married Lyman E. Cleavland.
The two had a son, Judson, born in
1847. He is roughly 18 years old in

the portrait currently stored at the
Bronck Museum.,

Although they eventually
achieved prominence as well, the
Tripp name arrived in the Qak Hill
area significantly later than the
Utters. Alfred Tripp, originally from
Dutchess County, initially estab-
lished himself in Rensselaerville.
According to Rasmussen, it is
unclear what date he arrived in Oak
Hill.

Today, Nick and Mary Lou Nahas
operate the original Tripp store as an
antique shop. Since purchasing the
property in 1996, the Nahas have
spent a great deal of time delving into
the original tenants’ family history.

According to the Nahas' research,
in 1831, Tripp, who lived in Rensse-
laerville at the time, issued a poster
offering the services of the thorough-
bred stallion Gold Hunter at local sta-
bles. A census taken in 1855 also
revealed to the Nahas that Tripp had
been a resident of the Town of
Durham for 20 years, which would
have pinned his arrival in the town at
approximately 1935,

Although it is uncertain when
Tripp arrived in Oak Hill, the other
events in his life are somewhat clear-
er. Historical records reveal that
Tripp was married twice. His first
wife Ezora Hopson died in childbirth
at the age of 25, and her grave,
marked 1838, can be found in the
Stone Bridge Cemetery in East
Durham.

Shortly after the death of his first
wife, Tripp re-married, this time
wedding Maria Utter. In addition to
the daughter from Tripp's first mar-
riage, the couple had 11 children,
many of whom left a significant
impact on Oak Hill and the surround-
ing area.

One of the better-known children
of Alfred and Maria was Isaac Utter
Tripp, commonly known as [.U. He
was named after Maria's brother and
born in 1858.

When his father died in 1881 in
the brick house next to the store
where the Nahas currently reside,
L.U. took over operation of the family
business.

The Tripp-Utter marriage created
a bond between the two families
which surfaces frequently when
researching Oak Hill's tangled past.
Another Tripp child was Helen,
whose diary provided a fairly
detailed account of daily life. After
studying the diary, Rasmussen
believed that it was no coincidence

that the portraits of Cleavland, the
Tripps, and Utters were grouped
together, as the families seemed
rather close.

According to Rasmussen, Helen
often mentioned “Aunt Mary,” or
Mary Ann Niles Utter. Helen also
appeared close to the Cleavland side:
of the Tamity. ussen noted that
in an 1874 entry Helen recalled stay-
ing up with a neighbor to watch the
body of Judson and his wife Victo-
ria's baby, which died suddenly at the
age of two months. During the nine-

27 June 't

Gr (o Ne



‘03e s1eak
001 4940 a10)s dduy, sy jo soyunoo
) puiysq paiem eyl saoey ouies
Ay 2as ueod o11qnd ayy Aepoy, ‘Kiowsw
o) paasasaid asey *syuapisar pajsa
~I9UL pUB SUBLIOISIY [200] JO SpOYD
41 SE [[om se ‘uoneuop sxafuiziy
nq  ‘uano8io)  wees  3ouoisixa
oy oyew Lew stonny pue sddig
Y1 Jo saaesd taro umoid oyy
"SUONEIAULE oIminy 10J 150]
10U SEM 31 1Y) 2105U2 01 05 Jsed arp
0} 531 uteyutew o1 yuepodun £ySiy
SeM 11 Jey) uippe ‘pres ays _‘ojdoad
U29m13q uondauuod Yy ayy .,
“Salqqoy [euosiad say jo auo
‘vare FulpunoLins sy jo K101y 2y se
I12m se “1sed umo 1oy atojdxa yioq 0
Aem e u3aq sey jsed tanqy pue dduyg,
A Buuodxa ‘uossnwisey tog
‘PuIyRq
Yo Aoy suonasuuod Apnuey pue
saanejar Auew oy ySnoy se ELY
SE O [RIDIOUILOD yum SUONORIDIUL

131 Ysnoay) yrog ‘Auno)) suasin) uo
1oedw a81e| B 193] Sa1jIWEY 19N pur
dduiy, ayy ey pappe ays ‘sjuawinuas
Iepuns pey ‘no | Arepy ‘ojim Siy
< IH v 10§ Suiyy pood
12UI0UR  $JBYl ‘UAWSSIUISNG  [BD0]
waunword yim ur [sarjiuey 2] sind
0S| 31 JI,, "PauLea pry 1t uoniugooas
31} POAIIDDI ABY 0] PAWIAAS A[[eul
Bare ay) jey) Supou ‘pappe YoIN
« POAIRSIP-[[am a1 ko Yuig |,
‘pagueyd SeY S I3AIMOY
‘wnasny youoag ay) o syeaod oy
Jo uoneuop s PFUIZ[IH i Knuej
10 pue ddup ayy s9A0 paysniq
DABY O] pawass AIOISIY IRyl 1[0
skemie seyeN au ‘sddup sy jo ssoy)

CJim paloauuod A[@IBWnul 0s 9I9m

SAAl] umo 1oyl asnedaq sdeysog
"PRIP pue ‘paAl] ‘wioq a1om
AQurey ayy Jo sraquiowr Auews 319ym
awoy dduy, ay) aduo sem jeym ur
S2Al| o8] 1nq *a101s dduy, 1euog ay)
sojerado £juo jou Ajrurej ayf, “soal]
1ay) Jo yed e yonw Kroa awoosq
aary sdduy, ayy ‘seyen ayy 10,

« [I'H ¥eQ 01 uonuane
alour [[ed [ )t adoy 1, “seyen JoIN
pres  ‘maia o1qnd uo 24 1s89] W UEd
Aot a19ym worp 225 0) pejd wy],,

“AALILY
0] 2NUIUOD SAI[IWE] Y] JO SILIOWAW
Jey) unsuad s)seIsnpua K10181y pue
SaAne[aL ‘UmoIdiano aq Kew siann)
pue sddu ], ayp jo saaesd oy oy pn
u3}303.10j Jou Ing uos)
0619-1€L
12 LLNISNJA Jouolg ay) je 2Ry 198)
-Uu0d ued puny ayl o1 SunngLnuod ui
paIsaIaul 3uoAuy "UOnRUOP 1541) 1)
apel ‘6 aunf uo A1A1908 [ESLIOISIH A)
-unoy) auaIn) 3yl jo Fupeaw [enuur
Y} 1B palouoy sem oym ‘Jaduizjiy
s3unuied oy jo  uoneioisar
Yyl 01 pojejal sasuadxa 19400 0)
dn 195 ussq Kpuauno sey punj y
‘oF1apun
isnuw syreapod ay) ssaooud uoneiolsas
o) 0 Fuwuear ‘pres oys | ‘uon
-sanb Jnoynm £psod aq jm 1,
‘sayont ¢¢ £q 87 Ajaew
-1xoadde are siayn pue sdduy ayp jo
sweapod sy 0og' 1§ Ajerewixoidde
1500 sayout oz £q (g jo sopdwes
B X1) 03 ‘200N 01 Sulpioooy “siajd
-LUes OLIOISIY JO SALIAS B AWRIAI pue
NewW-a1 posn Julag I8 $30IN0SA JUII
-InD “paute[dxa DB SY "UONEAIDS
-Uuod 01 j0[[¢ 01 FuIpuny JO JUNOWeE pa
-1 ¥ SEU WNasnA] Youoag oy |

‘s3unured
Ayl paulwexa [euotssajosd ® [nun
UL 24 JOU P[NOD LWNISNW ) pres
some C‘sueaod aanpny pue ddug
a) Yitm OSED ) SBm SILY) SAA[RQ
ays  ydnoyyy Apoanp  paidde
Jea] Po8 ylim ‘SWRIL) Yons ul pasn
seam prod suinued L1nuad Yuaseuiu
ayl ul ualyo '2ome o1 Juipiodoy
-sowrely 113w are sgunured ay) Apual
-I0) [[9M B $aL191S A1 1AUI0 9A[0S 0]
3[qr 2q OS[E P[NOM I0JEAIISUOD Y

"10JBAISSUOD
0] 1S 24 01 pasu pinom syeaod
ay) ‘paure]dxa ys ‘SUOSEI1 JAYIO pur
SIY) 10, “242 payeu ay) 0) JGISIAUL
Aqreord£y are nq sSunured pjo uo
pUNOJ ualjo -2Je IIYM ‘SUONBISIJUL
piow jo sjdwexa ayj 3463 oyg ‘mouy
10U pinod Aay) sSup umepad alam
arayy ‘symniod ay jJo uonipuos Ay
0) SB $355aN3 19)J0 P[NOD S[EIDJO Wn
-asnw y3noyl[e 18yl pres ey
'SIBLINS palgad)
ayp o) ysiwea FuiAdde-a1 ‘seaueo
Y} UB2[D puR YSIWIRA SI1Y) 2A0WAL A]
-[E3MUIYD 1SN SIOJBAIISUOD *s52001d
guixy a2y jo wed se ‘Kepop, sea
-UED Y1 JO 0RUNS I suiede pajeas
sem UIP 1Bl sem syl jo 2ouanb

-=95U02 YL, YSIUIRA tim sirenod plo

uanyduq 03 sem jsed oy Jo poyiow
Jendod v *2omep 01 Juipiosoy
‘sIeaA AUBLU JO 9SIN0D B JOAO S pup
uwip 01 sdunuied ay) pasodxa uayo
Aedsip yons jeq1 3utuerdxa ‘oomepy
pies ‘sapuew saao ssunured jo sadAy
asayy duey oy popuay ajdoay,,
“A][euoissojord
paura|> aq 01 sSunuied ay) Joj 2An
-e1adwit sea )1 ey pappe 2omepy 19
-(yaams ayy o) saredal wouy apisy
1138 $B }10M JO pasu ul 2Je sjed
-10d 1oy10 2y |, *seAurd 2y) WOLJ WIO)
A@repdwon sey yespod s 3jim siy uo
Jay:ans oy apiym “nd 01 Sutuudaq
st yengod s a1 dBES] UO 1AYYANS
ay ‘pautepdxa omep sy suod
-dns uapoom s pesuod ay) 1240 pajnd
seaued o) jo wed a ‘sieyolons

3y} JO UOWIPUOD 3Y} SI wnasnw
ayl 01 waouod Jo Apenoiued
‘Ajdadord payoeq pue ‘paysiu
-leA-21 ‘pajunowar aq snw s3u
suied ay ‘pauLEyUN BB SBAURD 3Y)
uo $aewl [en1oe Y A[IYM oM
0] SuIp10d9y "UONEIOISAL JO Paau

ur Apuauno o sdduy, pue SN

u_,.__¢ jo .ﬁ:n.:._a g jo Ay IV
Jiedad pus uoNEI0ISIY

'sien

-10d 211 218212 01 19PIO UI UIjWRH )

PaUOISSILILIOD U A[ayl] 1sow pey

Kauow ajqerapisuod jey) ina Junuiod

‘pappe ays 1 pim paseard Kjqeuos
-BaJ US3( 9ABY ISALU IS 2INS Wi |,

-porsad awmn sy jo Asey

e paoapjal Ajdwis ‘pres ays ‘1oaamoy

-'SIY ], “SULIdRRJUN PULj P[NOM USOM
- WI3pow jsoul jei) £em B Ul Ppros,,

pareadde dduj, ey pappe 2omep
yeapod Jay vy sieadde dduy, euepy
Aem 3y ur pakeruod aq o1 paseard
aq jou pnom uswom jsow ‘{epoj
1By} pue ‘A|qesapisuod paguryd aAry
saIsel jey) pejou 2dmep ‘patured
arom sueruod ay reak oyy oourg
“10j00
ur yaep £jjeoid£y sem adoad Anunos
0] 3[qe[iEA. [BLIDJEW dAISUadXS 1s0W
ay) ‘AImuad luslauiu Ay ul 20n
-1eJA 01 BuIp1022y “SUIOd YIBp JO
Aeydsip oy Suipnjour *sfem juaiagyip
[eraaas ur syrentod pue sydesSojoyd
ur pakaauod A[esrdf) sem smielg
o-vwa
~SILIDAPR [R1008 “ABM B ut Sulsiioape
JO puny B sem 1], ‘pIes ays  Isixa
10u pip 1snl jjesino& jo sagewy,,
"SSB[D PUE SMIBIS [BID0OS
£oAUOD 0) PapuIUL JIIM pUB|ABD]D)
uospny pue ‘siann) ‘sdduy, oy Surm
-dea asoys se yons syreniod *aomep
pres ‘[ejuswinuas Apsow am Kepoy
sojoyd searaypy “K1oreos a1ay) 0} anp
K|281e] ‘suonouny JudIagjIp paaas ald
-0ad jo sadeun ‘sydesdojoyd arojoq
awn v oup Amud yuadjeuiu ay)
Suunp eardA) 210m snensod uwaos
yons ‘19aamoy ‘paurejdxa ays sy
‘POMEA PAAOU  M3lA BULID)
-1B[J B [[ED pInoMm [ 1BYyM 10U S ][,
[BULIO] puk Iep s1 Fuipold siy
‘BLIRIAl 917 "ysiey pue snovas seadde
soka swy ‘preaq Yo e £q uappiy
A[[enuia are sammeaj siy ydnoy) |y
‘wud se Kjjenba Funyoo] ‘ajim siy Jo
1ef) sapisaq sduey jremod s dduy
“sieak ()¢ 13y uew 1opjo yonw teadde
12y Junew ‘Apydn yoeq pajnd
$1 Jrey Jap “saimed) dreys 1ay sooesd
a[iwis Isapurey ay) Ajuo pue Irejod
20B[ JJNIS B Jim S52IP YOR[( B STEOM
ayg ‘Fuuoaemun pue wis smodde
ddup ewep “emod 19y yj
SSE[J [BI20S pUB SHELI0J

uonipen Ajiwe) e Juipus
Sny) ‘U2[agoy yeieg pue puoliiey
01 Auadosd sy pjos powing uaym
8661 ‘L Anf [HUN panunuod SsauIsNy
a jo diysioumo Apurey dduyg,
. WY1 0] PayoRNE 20U Iam
M., PIES ays ['p1y ® sem | uaym
alow a1ay) atam L3 - |B) apdun) pue
ucIAg] I[ou) - YwINg pue [[ey,,
mawing puw
IIBH Yata awn atow yuads Loy spnd
se jey) pres ayg “dn Suimosd 1081y
13y pue I3y 0] JUBISIP JEYMILOS St
‘UIP[IYD PRY J9A2U ING PALLBIL OYm
1’1 ‘usssnwsey 01 Buipioddy
PayIv
PUB Yiaqezi[f ‘3[oun pue june 1oy
yuam awn Juipuads pauonusw ol
ayg ., 2pauf,, 10 )] 01 paduojy
1BY)  IYBGIPMIS  pPauOmySE)-po
3y jo Apemonsed ‘seanejar 19y jo

SOLIOWAW S[[eoar A[PIALA [0S ‘CZal
Ul Woq Sem Oym ‘UISSnISEY
‘nauing jme|
SLUED) PUE UIA[ED) JO UOS U] ‘Nawing
dduy, payy pam YI1aqezijg une fay
Joye A1) 9Y) 01 P310AULOI AWEIIY
J1estoy uassnwsey ‘Auadoad oy 1aa0
dysioumo paurejurews ‘()'[ ydnoye
‘Jawing % [[BH SB usmouy aweday
yoym <0 29 dduy, "n°[ jo uonerado
3] 1240 Y0O0) NauIng pue [[eH ‘1A
awes ayyl op6] W swoy dduy sy
1B Jowing UIA[e) pue |j[eH uoikg o1
Auowa122 1ol ® Ul PILLIEW 21aMm $19)
-SIS AU} JBY) S|BIAI YDIB2sAl SBUEN
Y, “¥B[D LR PUB JUAI] NILLIEY
papnpout os[e uaipyiyd ddup 1ogo
‘dduy euep
pue poiuy jo ogdneppurid-jeasd
oyl se3wizly Sunjew ‘Iyjowpueld
s193uIZ[I SEM BI[OPY ‘duLByIE )
BI[PPY sem  palj]y pue BUER
0 Woq p[iyod J3yloue “[1°] pue uajafy
LwoJ) apise ‘SpIogar 0] 3ulpiodoy
"QAISUQ)XD 3T S[ENPIAIPUL  [BI0|
03 aaey sarprurey dduj, pue senpn ay)
san o ‘uaIppyo Auetl 08 Y
"SII[IUIR) YY) UMDY
diyspuony deap o 1@ Bunuy
SIUSPIOUT JAYUN] [[BI9P SALOUD KIeip
s uapoy ‘reunq 0y Joud sy oy vl
Apoq oy yiim dn (s NS 0} paseadap
oY) Jo AQwiej pue SpuaL 10} 901)
-oesd vowod sem 11 AIMUd0 Yiud)



(=

-uopas] | 3
'gG61L Iun AllWe} o0 wnesnyy jouoig ayi Buowe

sjy ybnosyl umop pessed SBM  mou sj yeiuod SIH 181 Ul
UOIUM ‘21018 [R1eusD € pajesedo  paip pue gogl Ul uiog sem ‘dduL
oH "SOE6L 2ul uj Base |IIH X8O | euewy jo J8ioiq JeuN sees|
ay} o} paaow .E:om SSOUINA | jassmusey panen Ag pEINaIUDS Dj0Ud
woyy Ajeuibuo ‘dduL pauiv _

1a"r|gggglpuaqunaunsimnsaﬂhlUUVJUBW

ugssnwisey Welle AQ paiNGLILOD 0j04d

sy 0} pajeuop asoy Buouie sem yenJod JoH '9061 Ul

8y je pajp aus

Y568 ot

-28n
8)0

Lo o gy 1881 Ul Pajp ddiL pauyly aieym sem ‘Ajjute; ddiy sy} jo swoy ‘esnoy
‘Aasi o seyen no Asepy pue 3oIN

wu«_wjhwwunph:h wrﬁ.ﬂﬂﬂﬁ._,.:._ thﬁu%_:w:nm_._m:.“ wwM:o: ___..,__6: YoIuMm ay] “euo)s ddji] seurio} ayj o} Juaselpe asnoy 3opq ay) uj apjses Apuenino seyen no Aiey ecnﬁz
‘310}8 9y 'IIiH YEO Ul L8 2INOH UO ABPO} SPUBIS INS 24018 ddjLayL  siadedsmay Kol uospny/sqery eoissar . :
e SULWICIRO S pE e S 3 S

" T

sEnREsERARARRERS FTLLL

1 CCLELL]
T ([ R][]]]]!
. L

¥
-




