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An unusual sight greeted the twenty
GLHGers who showed for the July meeting.
Spread out over four tables were thousands
of index cards. But, more Iater. Attending
were Kathie Williams, Mimi Weeks, David
and Harriet Gumport, Harriett Rasmussen,
Stephanie Ingalls, Connie Teator, Len Gar-
diner, Martha Turon, Rosemary Lambert,
Phyllis Beechert, Walter Ingalls, Betty
Vaughn, Dave and Judy Rundell, Larry and
Dot Hesel, Ron Golden, Dot Blenis, and
Don Teator. Also attending was Sharon
Pugsley, daughter of Doris Hempstead.

The program for the evening was
the thousands of cards on the tables, a life-
time work of Doris, My experience with
Doris was the trading (although it was usu-
ally asking for) genealogical information.
Doris would scour newspapers, church re-
cords, and cemeteries, noting the family
details on a 3x5 index card. Almost always,
she would note her source. | think she
started with family names she was inter-
ested in, but it grew to encompass any
name, eventually resulting in tens of thou-
sands of cards. (I will try to get a better esti-
mate in a month or so.)

Ideally, a person interested in gene-
alogy would call Doris, ask for family infor-
mation, and Doris would look it up. She had
her own system of organizing, a mix of al-
phabetical order, her own special rack of
names she was most interested in, and a
growing collection of cards in boxes in vari-
ous states of alphabetized order.

The task this night, as people
learned upon entering, was to continue the
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alphabetizing. About one-third of the cards
were already in order, so everyone cheer-
fully grabbed a handful of cards and started
placing a card on the guide cards, accord-
ing to surname. After an hour or so, and
after numerous minor near-collisions, and
after stopping to read a card or three or six,
we completed about seventy-five per cent
of the cards. Anyone who wants to continue
this, at home, or a site of your choosing,
give me a call. I'm hoping by our next meet-
ing, all of the cards will be in rough alpha-
betical order, with the next stage ready to
happen — the ordering of cards within each
letter of the alphabet.

Sharon was present to represent
her family. Even though she doesn't re-
member much of her mother starting this
work, it was clear that the family respected
Doris' requests for cards and pens for birth-
day and Christmas gifts. | also hope Sharon
got a sense that this collection is truly a ge-
nealogical gem that should continue to be
used.

At present, it is in the historian's
files. I've asked that you think where the
best site for this collection should be. I'm
willing (would rather) to keep it in
Greenville, especially now that the old re-
cords room is being emptied for transfer to
the new town building. This means that |
will have the room for my records, thus
enabling people who want to search Doris’
records to do so, and with some room to
spare. The other place to store his collec-
tion could be the Vedder Library, and | will
talk to people there. | would like to see this
collection used to its best, and will take all



your input before coming to a preliminary The collection is a bit scattered but should

decision which will then be discussed. be ready in a few months. However, if
So, people worked as long as they someone wants to look through the cards,
wished, and | thank each of you who give me a call and I'll arrange for it to hap-

helped get so much done this night. With a pen.
little bit of work, a useful collection can be

shared again, and the lifetime efforts of The next meeting, August 11, will be a
Doris Hempstead live on, share session.

A few cards, indicative of the collec-
tion, are copied in this newsletter. Take care,

Also, some of you who want to use
this collection for research should wait until
we've completed the entire alphabetizing.
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