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Our September meeting coincided with the
fifth anniversary of 9/11, a chance to con-
sider how history is changed and written
and, in some cases, exploited.

A sparse turnout ventured into this
cool evening, in the 40s but refreshing after
| think of some of the summer days we had,
especially in July. Attending were David
and Judy Rundell, Mimi Weeks, Dot Blenis,
Kathie Williams, Stephanie Ingalls, and Don
Teator.

The topic of the evening were those things,
people, events that aren’t there anymore.
Of course, the greater the mix of partici-
pants, the wider the variety of topics might
be. Still, we did quite well for ourselves, and
the results follow. Perhaps, we can add to
the list at another meeting and, at some
appropriate time, share it with the commu-
nity.

(OK, before we start the list, Mimi
must be thanked for her great fly-killing
prowess, all three that had been pestering
us.)

First, the best presentation of the
evening, from the non-attending, was that
of Bob and Emma Spees. Their contribution
is reproduced in this newsletter. It is fasci-
nating to see a building we knew well in its
various stages over the last one hundred
years. In so many ways, the house cap-
tures a major theme of the 1900s in
Greenville, that of a farmhouse, adapting,
transforming into a resort, being aban-
doned, and then being razed. Thank you,
Bob and Emma.

Greenville Local History
Group Newsletter

“Things That Aren’t There”

The best set of visual aids, from the
attendees, was the one David and Judy
brought, of the Beecher house, which
burned, was rebuilt as the Cabin, became
an entertainment business even into the
1980s before it burned. Photos of the vari-
ous stages of the house, as well as photos
of the family evoke memories of years gone
by.

In the order of presentation:

« the house on the four corners of
Greenville, which was torn down in the
mid-1940s to make way for the Mobil gas
station (which now is defunct, sitting idle,
like a poorly hidden ghost, waiting for the
next reincarnation).
the forest between Bryant's and Spees
property. This was cleared in the 70s, as
we remembered it, by Len DeGiovine,
over the space of a couple of years.
Wessel's Garage became the spot, for so
many years, for Flack’s Barbershop,
which itself has transformed into a realty
office.
the Corner Restaurant, a store and res-
taurant that served Greenville so many
years before being torn down for the wid-
ening of Rt. 81 in the 1960s. It was used
for school class space as the new central-
ized school building was erected in the
early 1930s.
the Annex to the Academy when it was a
school building. This annex was moved to
Norton Hill, used as part of the restaurant/
bar at the west end of town before it
burned in the 1990s, as we remember it.
« the lookout tower on Murderer’s Hill, used
to espy enemy planes during the WWII



years. Talk led to other towers in Norton
Hill and King Hill, and stories of “tending
store.”

« This was followed by mention of the
blackout rides, when, during WWII, drills
of blacking out lights were practiced, with
light sources — windows, cars, etc. —were
checked.

» Days of pre-electricity were mentioned.
Somehow, it can barely be imagined by
today’s under-60 crowd how electricity
has transformed our lives.

« Ames! Although relatively recent, the de-
mise of the Ames store is still bemoaned.

« The Balloon Festival is gone only a cou-
ple, or few, years, but it, too, is one of
those things that aren’t here anymore. Is it
really the end?

« And this brought talk of the snowmobile
races of the early 1970s, of which Don
has no good action photos that might be
useful for the calendar.

« The Mary Talmadge house on Ingalside
Road, although gone for forty years, was
remembered by many. Stories of Rod,
and especially Mary, filled five minutes.

« The classic boarding house of the 1950s
and 1960s could have kept us here all
night.

« The changing role of farming is so strong
in the older generation’s mind. This could,
and has been, an evening of stories and
memories.

« Hugo's, right in the middle of Greenville,
with his renting of horses in the 1940s
through the 1960s can hardly be imagined
happening today.

o Shepard’s Resort brought a few head-
shakes. One of the areas best known re-
sorts, it has quickly faded since it was sold
in the last decade.

« Dot reminded people of Surprise and its
mill and dam. Today, few traces of the old
Surprise are evident.

e Frank Bennett, the blind belt maker who
lived on Red Mill Road, was remembered.
Frank walked many a mile, with many
people giving Frank a ride.

e The Limelight in Gayhead was remem-
bered in its 1970s heyday, and it was ob-
viously one of the boarding houses in an
earlier period.

o The Opera House was remembered as a
theater, movie house, school function site
(graduation, plays, basketball games,
etc.), summer stock. Today, the site is
where Cumberland Farm is.

« Back to farming. The change from dairy to
beef was noted, as the economy of scale
has prevented dairy farming to be a com-
mercial success.

« The Catholic Church building from the
1930s, before the current brick one, was
mentioned.

« John Wood, a carpenter who ate meals
with a knife, for some reason, came up.
(I've never heard of him, even after all
these years. Where was 17)

« TV shows were discussed for a few min-
utes, with many people noting both the
technology and the content, some of it
definitely not progress.

« The Happy Days Horse Ranch was noted.

« Simpson’s Garage was mentioned fondly,
with a reminder of Ted DelLaVergne.

« Church fairs around the pond in the 1940s
was mentioned by David, with the various
community groups an important part of
events.

Well, that was night's event. More for an-
other time.

The October meeting will be can-
celed since | will not be in town. Thus, the
next, and last, meeting of the year, will be
our November 13" share session.

Also reproduced in this issue is an
article about Orlie and Jeanne Bear, who
were recognized at the NYS Fair. Con-
gratulations.

Take care, -
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