Deay

176 like to thank vou for vour interesk in Greenville’s .
lepcal history. The following is a summary of ocur June 18
mesting - at the Qommunity: Room. For those af iyow presents.
please review my aCCuyacy and-reming e at ocur. nexdt meeting
of my memcry lapsess for these of yownet able tooattends
this should be a rough skedch of this mesting. o0 000

We introduced ourselves at the onset. Fresent were
(using the sign—-in board, if I may) Harviet Fasmussens Bunny
Gundersen. Fearl Capones, Fhyllis Beecherts H. Wilsono
Hilzinger: Chris McDonald, Bormie Persicoo Eona Adams. and
three guests. whose names 17ve forgobtens from the Greenville
f-’-'-h"mE’-i.s"- - ; T -y . . L e . . R

I passed out:a sheet of projects and circulated some.
pictures of houses. I had: baken in March. Most of the peints
frem this sheet (enclosed i yvou were.-not at the meetingd
were discusseds several of whichi invited Further cosment.
House histories invited stories of whom used tholive whered
Edna Adams menticned she had taped several people during her &
terure as Town Historiani Harriet Rasmussen had already
rompleted some work on cemetery inscripflonss Bormie Fersico
explaindd thig yvears 4th grade projecti the idea of sedkting
cupTa Historical Socletys ov research room was debatedi :
the need for a.osafe storage place was enphasized). andoall had™
stories cr-oveminiscences to share. LT SRR SR

When asked . for other ideas. the grdupe: forithe time
heaing. added novet:if yvou can think of any. bring them o the.
next. mesting:l added. I had puwrchased the féderal census.of o
1850, 1860, 1870, 1880, 1900, and 19103 I hope to bheoable to
travecribe bthese for placement in our files by the end of
next sammer .

The meeting shifted to telling stories. adding to
the storiss. angd asking guesiicons. From my perspectives the
information given during this brief sessicon is one of the
types of knowledge we need to preserve in an organized way.

Before we left, we discussed the future of this one
night event. The consensus seemed to be we should meet again
and start preparing to presesrve ouwr town’s historys as well
as help cthers learn more about this history. Thus, & mesting
was scheduled for the second Monday of July. the 10th of
Julys at 7330 in the Community Room. :

We hope to accomplish a few things at this meaetlng.
One. I will share with the group the contents of the Town
Historians files (if Edna will let me, [°11 defer to her on
thiz one since most are of her creation). Two, for those of
vou who want Boe we may want to initiate a project that will
fulfill one of ouwr goals - preservablon of history o
educating these interested - or at least start to form an
idea what each of us might do. For those of us whoe like to
just sit and listen, and pitch in once in a while. that®s o
Fine alsc. Thirds what would a historical meeting be without
some morg stories of historic Greermville?



Tha final event was my "bribe” of pound cake and
Lemonade. Those of you whe fell for 1%, 1711 trv it again
ext times: o beware. ) I S -

I am heartened by the:responze 8f people whoe share- |
similar goals. I appreciate and will appreciate the efforts
et all who want to save a flavor . of-an ulder Grppnvxlle fnr
the newer Greenville. : : R :

Sincerelys

F.G. I don’t mind being the instigator of socme of the
a#arly action of the greup. but if someors. or a gyroups wHants
to btabke over the guidance ot a historical interest-group .
nleaze fosl free to do 20,0 wili help owt when I-cam and :
want to be part of such a group. There is. noo requ1r@m9nt that
the Town Mistorian must. lead this group, even though - 1%%a in
my best interests to bhe part of it. In fack. legally,. thw
Town Historian canmmot be an melcer of .a H1r+n11ra1 anr:ety

B S bn-I v tr1ed«_£ hm&leva tm ieep thlh e 1n+mrma1
as possible. For now, [ prefer to call it an Interest Erosam .-
But should vou want ho head toward more Tormal direcfions.: go-
for it. My goal at present is to make people comfortable with:
what we're deings I'm afraid I would scare people away iF [
called for formation of a Mistorical Society. Besides. I need
to learn an awful lot before I spout off ftoo much myself. The
point ia - I'm just ocoe of vou in this and carmmots and will.
not. pretend toe act fmr all of weai. ﬁll-uf:you must wook For-
all of vow. : o R o : g



Bs Town Historian, I°m interested in the preserving and
recording of Greenville history, as well as educating peaple
what our history is.

So much information already exists that has not been
saved, but being ene individual, I can’% physically
accomplish what I think could be done.

My discussions and observations confirm what I suspected
- there are tens of people who know move than I Know. With
combined forces, we will come closer to the goals Stated in
the first paragraph.

What are these projects? Some fhat I can think of are as
follows: ' o '

House Historigs— a descriptien of owners,; uses of the
house, changes to the house and property. description of
architecture ,

Dral Histories: the taping (Video and cassette) of people
who remember a Breenville gone by. Regular size audio
tapes and VHS video tapes are advised {(8Bmm camcorders

are also making a comeback). This is a time—intensive
project; I feel a desperation knowing all the people I
should be tailking to.

Sraveyard Inscripticns— Recard the placemnnt and wording
of all the stones in our cemeteries. This may have been
done but nothing is on file with the historian.,

Family histories/genealggies of people who live/have
iived in the town of Greenville. Town historians
traditionally have: beert advised to stay clear of
genealogy but’ this . figld can tell us much about a town’s
history.

Business Histories— a listing of businesses that have
ever existed in Greenville, along with a description of
their operation.

Social Histories— descriptions of trends and events that
have infiluencd or defined the everyday life for the Town
of Greenville, e.g.s religion,; entertainment, fads,
politics, etc. ' ' o '

Active research— all are invited %o research any topilc of
local history and submit it for file in the historian’s
files, or ideally for publication.




Donation of items that belong in a historical collection.
Lending of items for veproduction by photo or Xerox.
Offering, and Encouraqznq cthers to offer, knnwledge at a

community meeting. Meetings could be general meetings,
or be based on a theme.

Makihq me aware'bf resources of local history.

Expressing interest in or farmlﬂg a Hlstﬂrzcal/Genealoqzcal
Soc1ety/8roup in the Town of Breenvilie,

Making me aware of other projects of local historical _
significance. Please don’t assume I know everything! A"
few minutes converﬁatlan will prove I don’t!

What i1deas do you have that you are interested in? What
projects should/can be done? What information would you like
to know more about?

‘I can be contacted at 634-23%97, or at'

RDl, Box 147, Freehnld, NY 12431

Should we meest agaln? and what would be the gmais of these
meetings?

Thank you for your 1nteregt'

&?Zam
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