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Summer has hit its stride, and something 
close to normal life has most of us warily 
savoring each experience! Please, no more 
Covid surges. 
 
The big news?! After consulting with     
Library Director Barbara Flach, it was    
decided we can start a tentative GLHG 
schedule in August! 
 
----- 
 

Tentative 2021 Schedule 
 August: 1980s Greenville: Audrey   

Matott 
 September: Baumann’s Brookside   

Centennial, at BB 
 October: 2022 Calendar 
 November: open for now, possibly   

canceled 

Last year this time, the first Covid GLHG 
Newsletter took shape. Now, it is with relief, 
tinged with a modicum of regret, that I am 
announcing that this is the last regular Covid 
newsletter. Because..., because regular pro-
gramming will tentatively start in August!  
 
Many thanks go to all the people who con-
tributed to these past twelve issues and 
helped make pretty darn good lemonade from 
the lemons that life gave us.  
 
The very one artifact that inspired the content 
of this past year’s newsletters is this month’s 
feature. This directory was meant to initiate 
the new Covid format but, instead, I was 
gladly distracted by the reservoir of wonder-
ful contributors and by the newsletter format 
of three shorter articles. So, I waited, thinking 
I would utilize this resource, and waited, and 
waited until now.  

The Telephone Directory 
 
A perusal of the Freehold-Greenville-Oak Hill 
Telephone Directory of March, 1949 (pictured 
next page) shouted to me that this was a docu-
ment to share with the local history public. 
Thus, I have scanned the Freehold and Green-
ville pages for your consumption. I do not know 
what percentage of the overall population this 
list represents but it seems to me it should be 
fairly high. (For some reason, Cairo is not men-
tioned on the cover page but has its own sec-
tion.)  

The directory is 6’ x 9.5 inches, 15 pages 
of phone numbers, 24 pages of “yellow 
pages” (actually, tan, the same as the 
cover). And in it is a snapshot of who 
populated the town 72 years ago, as well 
as listing the services and business that 
the area used.  
 
Shown first is Freehold (p. 5-7) and then 
Greenville (p. 7-11). Note the directions 
given at the beginning of each hamlet. 



I think I was captivated by so many names so 
familiar to me. And I suspect that will be true 
for many of you “natives.”  
 
I have also copied a couple sections, of the 
boarding house listing as well as the hotel sec-
tion, from the “yellow pages.”  
 
One last scan is of a fuchsia cardstock, paper-
clipped to the inside back cover. Giving the 
rules of courteous use and of directions of 
making a call on a party line, the card lists an 
owner of 5-4168. That number matches with 
A. D. Gibson, Norton Hill Rd, to be joined 
with the other people on the party line listed 
(the list of names photo). Many of us have 
experienced or have been told stories of the 
downsides of party lines, something unimagi-
nable today. Think of it! Eight people using 
the same line and having to wait until every-
one was off!)  









 













Copying all the “yellow pages” is more than the scope of the newsletter allows but I have listed 
some of the names of some of the interesting ads or familiar names. I have condensed the list 
considerably. Phone numbers are listed, as are some of the addresses. 

Big Ads 
 Woods Store, Freehold, 7333: John Deere machinery, milking machines, “Everything for 

the Farm” 
 Stevens Farm Store, Greenville, 5322: McCormick-Deering, Starline Barn Equipment 
 Phinney’s Garage, Freehold, 7712: Farm Equipment, Allis-Chalmers, Refrigerators 
 Greenville Auto Service, Schwebler & Flach, 9398: Tydol & Socony Service 
 Main Street Garage, Greenville, 4432 
 Flach’s Bakery, Greenville, 5615: “Baking That’s Different,” apple strudel 
 Greenville Dairy, Greenville, 4110 
 William Boyd, Electrical Contractor, Greenville, 4185 
 John Kudlack, Feeds and Fertilizer, Newry Rd, Greenville, 5669 
 A J Cunningham Funeral Homes, Greenville & Oak Hill, 4313 
 Bryant’s Store, South Westerlo, 4341(G): Devoe Paints, Zenith Radios (in a lengthy list) 
 Greenville-Norton Hill Lumber Co, 5333 
 Meat: Wholesale & Retail, Albany Rd, Greenville, E. Kusterer, 4568 
 Greenville Food Market, Vaughn & Medert, Main Street, 5614 
 Charles M Rebman, Plumbing and Heating, Greenville, 4127 
 Carelas “The House of Fine Foods”, Freehold Rd, Greenville, 9397 
 Hugo’s Riding Academy, Outdoor Bridle Path, Main Street, 4517 
 Far Hill Nursing Home, Greenville Center, 4287 
 
Line Ads 
 Accountant: Stanley Field, Freehold 
 list of numbers of ten area clergymen: Brown, Crowley, Hahn, Higgins, Lesmueller, 

Lynam, Morris, Potter, Ramsey, Starr, White 
 Poultry: Huested’s Hatchery, Norton Hill, 4254 
 Taxicab: Crow Griffin, Greenville, 4533 
 Veterinarian: Wm Romary, Greenville, 4417 

Notes: 
1) Audrey comes to the rescue again. While I am out 
of town, the August 9 meeting will feature Audrey 
describing Greenville of the 1980s as seen through 
the lens of the Greenville Local, the weekly paper 
that served the Greenville area for 100+ years. (A 
quarter century ago, I never thought I would have to 
explain what the Greenville Local was!) Audrey has 
contributed dozens of scans from the paper to the  
Facebook page she moderates: Greenville Local His-
tory Group. I would encourage you to look at, or join, 
that page if you use Facebook. I am hoping you will 
come out to view a worthy program as well as sup-
port Audrey. 

 
2) This newsletter exceeds the usual 
six pages this month. I could not 
think of a good way of condensing. 
 
3) Wanted: a photo. In a conversa-
tion with Garth Bryant, the topic of 
the mill that stood near the Green-
ville Pond, possibly as late at the 
1880s was raised. I have never seen 
a photo. Anyone have one? Or can 
lead me to one? 


