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Flach: Village Canvas V—East [

A glance at the calendar made me opine that summer is speeding
by. A warm July evening provided the opportunity for these at-
tendees to experience another Flip performance:

John Haneke, Stephanie Ingalls, Jeff Pellerin, Roland Reissig,
Terry & Garth Bryant, Margaret Donohue, Paul Augstein, Barba-
ra & Flip Flach & daughter Kristen Prayto & granddaughter Abi-
gayle Prayto, Johanna & Robert Titus, Marie & Glenn Hardin,
Anita Orsino, Joyce Chase, Rachel Ceasar, Richard Ceasar,
Christine Mickelsen, Debra & Don Teator, and perhaps a few

more that eluded paper and memory.

See August

Flip Flach

program note—
page 7

Extended Village Canvas: V

Flip Flach provided another program chocked
full of memories, some of which others con-
firmed, some of which scratched the edges of
our memory recall, and quite a bit that left
most of us marveling at Flip.

The program idea started several years ago.
Eventually, it crystalized to:

An Extended Village Canvas: a presentation
of memories of "ex-buildings, ex-businesses,
ex-entrepreneurs" that graced and inhabited
the roadways a half-mile or more from the
Four Corners of Greenville.

The range has certainly changed, with three
of the five programs so far revealing memo-
ries from beyond that half-mile range. It has
been an enjoyable expansion of idea, though.

Also noted is that although this is officially
Flip’s program, he has been gracious enough

to allow any of us to add memories or to add
sites and people to the discussion.

Another note, perhaps a disclaimer, is that
many of the buildings and people noted could
be turned into a program on their own. Fail-
ure to include a site along Flip’s memory or
to show a range of local history should not
diminish the value of any omitted items.

One more disclaimer: The names listed in
connection to houses are specific to Flip
(unless otherwise noted) — it is what he re-
members, even if other families lived there.
Another person might well call the same
house by a different name.

And so we started Flip Flach’s Part V of the
Canvas series. After two programs for the
west entrance to Greenville and two more
from the north, this time we start in the east,



I made this screenshot from Google Maps. Upper left is Greenville. The two
blue horizontal line are Rt 26 on top, Rt 81 on the bottom. The vertical lines
are Highland Rd and Scutt Road, both referenced in this article. One step
further and one can find any house on any of the blue lines. Technology!

using CR 26 and SR 81 as our measuring
sticks.

Starting on Rt 26 at the junction of Willow-
brook Drive, we first noted the scenic ceme-
tery on top of the ridge of the long field. Alt-
hough we have commonly called it the Run-
dell cemetery, most of the online sources
identify it as the Palmer Cemetery.

Driving back a couple hundred yards, we en-
countered the Rundell Compound, as Flip
called it. It is a collection of the main house, a
sizable tenant house, and several barns. This
farm used to be a quite prosperous farm. The
descendants still live there. Most notable is
the worn siding of the main house.

About ten newer houses fill the next quarter
mile, evading Flip’s memory.

Spring Brook Farm, as listed on the Greene
County Register, is Bob Capone's residence.
Before Bob, his parents, Pearl and Joe Ca-
pone, lived there. Pearl was an active volun-
teer in Greenville for many years. Well kept
grounds and a perfect barn for the back-
ground draw attention.

Around the next bend of the road is the Hei-
delberg Farm. It is a scenic white colonial

backdropped by a few red barns. Newly
straightened stone walls and scenic, open
fields accompany. Flip remembers the name
Butler and Burgess, and I have learned that a
relative of the Thompson family, with a Ste-
vens connection, has recently purchased it.

The next stop to be noted is the intersection
with Spring Valley Road. A little further
along the way is the Frank and Althea Kum-
mer residence. Some in the audience had
gone to school with the children, now close to
my age. Etched into our minds is the tragic
story of Frank not returning home one day
from tending to the beehives. He was stung
and had an allergic reaction that treatment
today could easily have handled. A tragic sto-

ry.

Next comes the intersection with Willow-
brook Road and 100 yards past that is a small
clean white house fronting a pond and a doz-
en cabins along a pathway. Called Lake Wilt-
wyck, the sign that was missing on my scout-
ing trip is now returned, freshly re-painted.
Flip recounted the Wiltsie family living there.

We climbed partway up the hill towards Ce-
dar Lane on whose corner was the Art & Elli
Werking house.



Halfway up the hill is a small
brushy-covered house that looks &%
like it could have been a school-
house. In fact, it was the Brandy =55
Hill Schoolhouse which served
East Greenville. Flip recalled it
was the residence of a GCS
teacher Norman Shaw and his
sons.

Cresting the rest of that hill, we
approach Scutt Road, inducing
Flip to take a detour. We drove
down Scutt Road, noticed the 30
houses, turned around and iden- §
tified the one single house that
was the only house on the road in Flip’s
memory. Guess what the name of the person
living there was? If you said Leonard Scutt,
you got it right. The barn in the back is gone;
the Scutt house is identifiable by a little pink
shed by the roadside.

We returned to Route 26 and just as we start-
ed, we noticed a long driveway with the
house hidden behind some trees. That was a
Rundell house, with a Rundle cemetery in the
back (crossover of spelling of Rundell-
Rundle surname is noted). No one seemed to
know much about this secretive property. Flip
remembered the Arnold name from his early
days.

Another 200 yards onward, we climb the
small little hill that climbs the Pine Lake
Manor plateau. Several shots of empty or
brushy woodland filled the presentation
screen. We identified it as Brandy Hill and as
the Butler Cemetery. Any buildings from the
area are now long gone including Haight’s
Dance Hall. And there would have been sev-
eral businesses on the crest of that hill.

Our next stop was a map of East Greenville,
and the fair sized hamlet that existed there
two centuries ago. Sylvia had done a program
for us about the Rundle and Butler feud. Her
presentation included this map and the build-
ings identified on the map. Of note is the
Episcopal Church that got its start here before

relocating towards its present location on
North Street.

Next, as one might expect, comes Pine Lake
Manor with familiar names like Baumann
and Schermer. A couple programs about PLM
have already been presented. As stated earli-
er, [ think each place that we have encoun-
tered on this trip deserves a program. As for
PLM, we have had the good fortune of hav-
ing good informants about the resort.

Across the street is the office of Pine Lake
Manor. But at one time it was a separate re-
sort - 12 Maples, and a starting point for Pine
Lake Manor. Omar Zeh was the resort owner.

A couple hundred yards onward is the junc-
tion with Newry Road, prompting a reaching
out to imagination, to a site no one has seen.
A book about Greenville history talks about
toll house #2 on the Coxsackie turnpike. The
book states the toll house was at the road that
led to Newry. We have not been able to iden-
tify where it was or might have been. And we
have never seen a picture either. We cannot
verify it was even at this spot.

Near the junction with Newry Road was the
site of Maplewood on the Lake. It was a re-
sort owned by the Welter family and Bette
has talked about it many times. A more recent



owner renovated one building and made
it into Santa's Restaurant, and then that
burned. All that stands now are two or
three small buildings, one recently ren-
ovated, and a filled-in swimming pool
behind which lie a large lake.

Skipping several houses, we arrive at
the junction with Highland Road. A
stately brick house sits behind stately
locust trees. Flip remembered it was the
Barkman family and then the Koch
family who ran a resort called Koch’s
Locust Manor. Newer occupants in-
cluded Jonas Havens, Louise Havens,
and then a recent owner remembered by
Margaret Donohue.

across the street onto a dirt path that lay be-

We took a quick detour to Highland Road to tween today"s Turo’n R.d (npt invented back
the end and came back. Much like Scutt then) and Birmann’s airstrip. Check out the

Road, there was one and only one farmhouse photo, tracing a line fr'om the white circle
on the road in Flip’s early memory. The down the page alongside the long grassy

Sanacore family resided at the one farm, in strip. From there, it was back to the stables on
Flip’s memory. ’ Main Street. (see map below)

Returning to Route 26, we encountered a
white house on the left with a barn that's
since been renovated, sitting across from the
former first hole of the former Rainbow
Lodge. Flip remembered Berkhofer.

Our next memory stop was the house before
Woodhouse Lodge. Don had included the
photo but neither Flip nor the audience knew
much about the building other than a recent
renovation.

Next was Rainbow Lodge and for so many

years associated with the Birmann family. 8 "y,
This south-side is now Woodhouse Lodge - a : ‘
nice pizzeria and a ten unit lodging site. The Groerville-RaiNbOw
north side has changed its name to Island AWpoit: T

Green Resort. No more Rainbow Lodge.

The most unique story came as we ap-
proached Turon Rd. Flip recalled that Hugo’s
(of rental horses acclaim on Main Street)
would take their ride. On the way back, when
encountering the intersection of Newry Lane
and CR 26, the path “home” led directly




After skipping about ten houses, we arrived at
the Turon Farm, just past the intersection with
26A. I am sure the Turon family could speak
better or more fully than we did this evening.
We did recall that the Turon family, along
with the Flack family, endured the conse-
quences of eminent domain for the Alcove
Reservoir.

Our next to last stop on County Route 26 Was
the small, old house of the Stevens family. It
was the original until the much bigger farm-
house could be built. The Atwater name is
also associated with this and Orrin would
have gone on for a while if he were in attend-
ance.

We decided to end our County Route 26 jour-
ney at the Orrin Stevens farm. Orrin has told
us many tales and history about the home-
stead and the historical marker notes the
many generations who lived here, and be-
yond. It was the first office site of the Pioneer
Insurance Company before it moved to South
Street. Today you can find online the current
owner’s goal to establish it as an event place
and museum although it is now for sale with a
neighboring two properties we just visited for
over two million dollars. Good gossip!

A short turn took us to Route 26A, the short
road that connects 26 and 81 with a highway
department and recycling center on it. The
houses on the north side we knew very little
about but pictured them anyway. Also includ-
ed but little was said about the recycling cen-
ter.

Right next to that, of course, is the highway
department. A 2026 calendar page will fea-
ture its founding in 1955. Some of us remem-
bered attending Town Board meetings there.

Lastly, we noted the medical building operat-
ed by Doctor Hubicki. This building was the
topic of a program several years ago by
Shelly Dobski. And I have been told that this
year is his twentieth year there. Congratula-
tions, Walter!

We are done with County Route 26 for now.
The section from the Stevens’ house to the
bottom of the hill into Greenville will be cov-
ered in September.

So, we mentally hopped into the car and
drove out to almost the town line on Route
81, stopping at the intersection with Willow-
brook Road.

Surprae Fost Office
Bleniy
Ofd sarw il ~ burned ey 15004

The Surprise store and post office, Orca 1910, stands empty
today one-half mile nide the eastern sdge of the town on Roste
BL. The bulding was bought from Omar Losee by Robert M Blenis
who ran the store from 19121554 fellowed By his son Geedon
from 1954-1965. The post office closed = 1588




On the corner of Willowbrook is a renovated
house worthy to be in our calendar several
years ago. The Blenis family has owned it for
100 years. Before that it was the Boyd family
and was a resort called Locust Manor.

Just up the street was a modest looking two-
story residence that in the 1980s was still the
Surprise Post Office and Blenis General Store.
Nearby was an old sawmill that was powered
by the nearby falls. An old picture showed men
standing in front of the mill before it burned in
the early 1900s.

Don had inserted photos of three houses before
we got to Surprise Result Road. They are dis-
tinctive, 1800s style that look like they have a
history. One of them on an old postcard was
called Woodside Cottage. In the 1980s there
was a sign in front that advertised Twin Lakes
Farm Boarding and Training Facility. Some re-
membered Princess Boonya. We questioned
whether Boonya was a woman or an elephant.
No kidding!

On the corner with Surprise Result Road stood
a small shed-like building that George Kaiser
and his son Fred utilized as a tin shop. The
building was demolished in 1965 to make way
for a widened Route 81.

Nearing Scutt Road, with no houses standing
around it, there appears to be a steep rock slope
on either side of Rt 81. This was created in the
1960s when 81 was widened. Before that, cars
had to drive around it and that old road curve
can be seen today if one takes time to see it.

A little further up the road, between Scutt Road
and King Hill road, lies an older looking farm-
house. Some of us knew it as the Cameron
house. Flip remembers it as Hicket, others re-
member Hickok.

And then comes an interesting stretch of road,
with very little physical evidence to show. Near
the King Hill Road intersection is a slow mov-
ing stream that would have had a bridge over
and still does although it's a big covert. This
was the site of an attempted murder of a ped-

dler. This story was told by Sylvia and one of
her programs.

Further up the road at the West Road intersec-
tion is a building identified as a state building.
It has been there for years, and used little for
years, leading all of us to question what it was
ever used for and why it is still there.

And then just past there, on the other side of the
road was the King Hill / Murder Bridge airplane
spotter Tower used for World War II. A photo in
the calendar shows Fred Kaiser posing beside
the tower as Chief.

Amongst the next ten houses, we identified two
of them. One of them was Kathy Williams’
house, where son Terry lives now. Many of us
remembered Kathy fondly. And somewhere
along the way Jerry and Kathy Smith live, alt-
hough we did not take a picture for the pro-
gram. A little further on is this quirky old farm-
house, once with a sign that said Garden of Isis
but it is more famous today for all of the skele-
tons roaming in the front yards. It is quite bi-
zarre, and a quick poll of the audience told me
to not use it for a calendar page for next year.
Ha

Our next stop is the rambling house, a former
resort, on the corner with Highland Road,
known as Horton Corners. Flip knew of the
name of Gough. Further on is the Lampman
house for which we knew few details.

Approaching the final wide bend into that
straightaway into Greenville is a modest house
where the Van Zandts lived. When Route 81
was widened, the house had to be moved and a
family couldn't afford much. The community
stepped up and built this family a new house — a
real feel-good story. Many people still remem-
ber Mose Van Zandt.

Just after that is the Judge Werker house, known
for the few years that he lived in the community
in the 1960s with some people remembering his
children Jane and Henry. Another house or two
further is a long green house owned most re-
cently by Plattner and Evola, before that possi-



bly Messina and would have been a resort
called Pops Wishing Well.

At the start of the long straight away into
town lies the Stevens Farm. We showed a
good looking aerial, and another one that Deb
photographed from the plane with the bigger
new house on it. Also included were two pic-
tures taken thirty years ago when a driver-by
could see the house and the barn from the
road. Today that is not possible during the
foliage season.

The next house was shown both as an aerial
shot and as a ground shot thirty years ago.
This was the residence and barns of Town
Clerk Jeanne Bear and her husband Orlie

Next came Dr Bott's House which today has

a big fence in front of it, blocking a good view
of the house.

Next to it sits a sturdy structured house on the
corner of 81 and 26A next. We thought the
right person could make a program.

Time was drawing close to nine by this point
and, almost according to plan, we decided the
meeting should end, with all of East Main
Street still lined up. That part of our journey is
the program for September when we can spend
more time with individual buildings.

A round of applause and a hearty welcome was
given to Flip for pulling together so many
memories that many of us might have forgot-
ten.

THANK YOU, FLIP! Another excellent per-
formance!

August Program

Paige Ingalls is the guest speaker at the August 11 Greenville Local History Group meeting
(Library, 7:30). The first of two topics is the challenging and the confirmation of the details of
the founding of the Jacob Ingalls Homestead near Norton Hill in the 1790s. Recent findings
paint a revised, more nuanced family history. Paige is Jacob’s 4th-grt-granddaughter!

Secondly, Paige will present a century of history of the Ingalls Reunion, one that celebrates
the descendants of Jacob Ingalls referenced above. The joys and challenges of maintaining an
annual reunion comprise this presentation. (Paige is the 4th great-granddaughter of Jacob!)



Notes:

An appreciative thank you goes to Flip! Listen-
ing to Flip’s accounting of the places and peo-
ple is so natural, so flowing that one forgets
how much “old” information he is recalling.
His connecting of dots reminds a little of Harri-
ett Rasmussen (for those of you not in know,
that is quite a compliment).

A hearty thank you goes to Stephanie and
Christine for the umphteen time providing the
light refreshments I keep promising in the local
pr outlets!

PorcupineSoup.com has hosted Greenville Lo-
cal History Group posts on Facebook. It ap-
pears a change has been made, a minor one, but
one if you are not persistent might have missed.
When you get to the homepage, go to the link
at the top of the page that says Columnists.
Then go to Greenville Local History Group for
all the past posts. And a thank you goes to An-
drea Macko and Sylvia Hasenkopf for main-
taining the welcome website for our local area.

Debra Teator updated the audience both about
Clematis Club meetings (Facebook: Clematis
Garden Club) and also the Library Gallery.
Debra had her paintings up for two months and
a new exhibit will be seen at our next meeting.

The September meeting will conclude Flip’s
two-parter about the houses and businesses of
the roads from the east (26 & 81) in his Extend
ed Canvas series.

Music at the Park on Tuesdays continues. If
you are within driving distance, the evening
leaves a warm glow of community — music,
pond, food truck, and fellow community mem-
bers.

One of the other hats I wear in the Town of
Greenville is that of Planning Board member
(& Chair). The new Comprehensive Plan, now
in Stage [, is gathering information so we can
confirm, revise, and reshape our current plan.
Thus, I am asking those of you who have not
filled out a survey to do so and let the Compre-
hensive Committee know how you think
Greenville is doing and what it should be doing

to promote the living community we want. Go
to www.cpog.org and click the Shape Green-
ville’s Future button. I think ten minutes is
needed to do a fair job. Turnout has been ro-
bust, so far.

One of the tricks I used first for this presenta-
tion was Debra’s idea. As she is driving the car
along the route for the program, I am leaning
out the window taking the photo.

Then came the brilliant idea: Why not
use Google Maps?

We drove the car home, I logged onto
Google Maps, selected Street View, and Voila!
Over half of my photos came from Google
Maps. And two of the pictures featured in this
newsletter came via GM!

More info: In the newsletter, some numbers
and dates appear.

A number in parenthesis is the number
of the newsletter that told more of the story. Go
to https://www.dteator.com/glhg/glhg.htm and
click on the link that bears that number.

A date and a year will indicate a calendar
photo. Go to: https://vedderresearchlibrary.org/
greenville-resources and find the range of years
you are looking for and scroll till you find the
photo, and caption.

Programs: in order of road trip
283 — East Greenville

328 — Pine Lake Manor

235 — Pine Lake Manor

276 — Medical Center

Calendar Pages: in order of Flip’s road trip
93-11 — Haight’s — East Greenville
18-13 — Baumann recognition

24-06 — Pine Lake Manor

15-07 — Maplewood on the Lake

00-07 — Rainbow Lodge

12-02 — Snowmobile Races — Rainbow
19-10 — Turon

15-10 — Stevens Price List

18-09 — Blenis

92-04 — Surprise store, post office
03-04 — Surprise Saw Mill

95-04 — Spotter Tower — Kaiser

01-11 —Kaiser Tin

12-01 —J. Bear


http://www.cpog.org

