R.De 1y Bowx 147
Freshold: NY 12431
-Dctaber 1%, 1989

Dear

Now we’ve dong itl We commitied, or should I usse the
woird dedicated: curselves o being called the Brasnvilie
Local History Group. The name reflects opur desire to bhe
recognized as a Town group but also maintain an inTormal
attitude.

The word "Breenville" recognizes the Town of Greenville
as a political unit comprised of smaller hamlets - '
Oreenville, Freeshold, Norton Hill, Surprize, Hayhead, East
Greenville, West Greenville, and the rumercus place names not
cfficially recognized. In addibicons we rneed to consider thoge
places cutside ouwr township that interact and influence us.

The purpose of ouwr groups for present. is fourfolds

1y to encourage active research

2: to gathers: preserve, and digplay artifacts.: documents.
and photegraphs relating to the history of Greenville

31 to encourage a greater knowledge of the history of
Greenville : _

4: too promote vecognition of historice buildings and sites in
Greenville

Operating procedures will be kept as simple as
possible. We will meet every ond Menday of the months in the
Community Reoms at 7:30 p.m. HWe will have no veqular dues
but may take a collection if deemed necegssary by the group.
Our only officer will be a chairperson {June Clark. for an
wnspecified termi. I will assume the role of newsletter
Wrriter untll next summer. In additicn. a "vice-chairperson®
ie desived. Any cther rules will be. made up as needsd.

We decided refreshments will be served if a volunteer i
found from month to month. November’s volunteer is Chris
McDonald; December’s is Fhyllis Heecheri. '

The rest of the meeting was a sharing of projects and
irnformation. :

Dave Dively contributed the learning packet. Local
Vigions of Historys for placement in the Histovian's files.
The project includes postcards, maps, photographs. and
tescher’s guides for tsaching the loeal history of Greenville
and Ereense County. The project is a worthwhile creation.

Joe Mangeld contributed to the files a 1903 Spoor
Cemetery Agsscciation, Freehold, Rules Pook as well as the
1987 173th Anniversary Booklet for the Freghoid Congirega-—
tioval Church. Jos alzo brought several pictures with him of
the Freshold vicinitby.

- Dorothy Howard brought an sarly 1200%s recipe book of



the Freshold Church. She had made numerous o tes. about
pecple. Of special interest iz the exiensive business
advertising in the bhack.

Harriet Rasmussen brouwght several pictuwres of her
ancestorss as wall as of her husband’s. Bhe has been
developing foldevrs for our newly created genealogy Tiles.

Don Teator showed a couple sinutes of videcotape of a
cemztery he had taken. Alsa, he had transeribed the Benngtt
interview. ' '

Assignment: Bring D or mor=, gquestions to ask Joe
Mangold who willingly allowed himself to be the "victim" of a
taping session at ocur November meeting. Joe grew up and has
lived in the Freshold area, so questibns about Freshold might
be a divectieon in which to head. '

1°11 write up & short piece for the Local indicating the
nefFiglal? existence of our group.

FReminder: If you can help Arlens and Eoh at Down Mamory
lLarne I1I. let them know.

& list of people who have attended meetings o who have
pxpressed interest in our meestings is included in this
mailing. Please make me aware of any mistakes.

_ A= usuals I enjoy savesdropping on your stories af our
past. I strongly encourage you to somehow record some of
them. In case vou're not sure what some of these activities
ares I've enclosed a sheet given cut at cur first meeting as
a reminder. I7d rather not appear pushy but I guess my
impatience or sense of urgency impels me to get am much as we
can before someone saysa: “You should have talked to *sg and
so’ when they were around." We’re the so-and-so and NGW 1S
the right time. '

Ore last note. For the present, your work ashows ap in
the Town Histarian®s Tiles. Being a town appointee, the files
Melong te the Town of Greenville. in the broadest sense T
hope. As long as I'm historian: 1 want to make the files
available to anyone who’d like to research. But. in the long
runy if the Local Histovy Group wants to guarantes it has 1%s
cwn files duplication of some kind might be reeded., I realize
we'ra not presently able to do that hut I feel this might be
a long term consideration. It you feal this is an issue
meeding discussion at one of our meetingss feel free to bying
it up.

Three cheers for the Greenville Local History Group!

Sincerelys



