Saﬁuary 1% 1990

C Thig report summarizes the Greenvilie Local Hishkory
Group’s growkh since June. I had considered a chronclogical
regpord hut vou can just as sssily revead the newsletbersd
ingtead: 711 try a topical approach.

Glternative paints of view are certainly welcocoms,

The most imporitant svent of our eight.muﬁth5 i5 Lhe
creation of the GLHGB. The idea was veoilced even at the Tirst
meeting but not $31) the third was construckive movement
made. At pur fourth mesting (September), we discussed pros
and cones of organizing and chartering. as well as cdonsidering
altevnatives. Cur Ootobher meeting was the bivéhing of our
offirial organization ~ an informal. no duss,. novechar tered
group interested in encouraging researchs. preserving history.
encouraging knowledge. and prometing recogniton of important
sites. [ sense we deliberately cmitted politics,: that baing

left up o individousal consclences.

While we don’t have a set program schedules we do have a
npod idea what we want o de. Generally. every cther monbh
will bhe a sharing menth, where anvbody whe has reseavch or
kvicwledgs to share can do so. The other months will emphasize
a topic announced at least s month ahead. Thus far our
intended programs have been the taping of Joee Mangold and the
zlide show of the churches in the ares. Other programs wailb
to be sharedi feel free to sugoest bopics thalt would benefit
our knowledgs. _ .

Urtil events consplre against it, we will emphasize our
desire to make our own efforts the center of ocur foocus. The
round kable symbolizes the participetbory natuve of ouwr group.

The number of "members" has steadily grown: first fen.
then Tifteen, and at present: nearly fifty. Dome groups prids
themselves on rmumbersl I beligve wed like to think we have a

average attendance the lasit few months has been in the upper.
teensld For now that number bas been ideal although we will
giadly accommodate more. ke will have to maks changes at a
critical number: we'll fare thoss decisions when we get to
that number.

The nature of our projechts have been peraonai_and'
individaual with one sxcepbicn. Early ons attention was
brought to the need of the Presbhbyvierian Church Steepls
Restoration fundraising. Slthough no concerted effort was
mads: we as a groun support that goal.

As of nows oo preject in common presents itselif. If
desired,. we could sirive for a group goali howavers I suspect
until a geal encugh of uws care about sits before us, we'd
rather contlinue as we have.

B owide array of individual projecks have Deen
accomplished or are in progress. Types of projects and people
whit have contributed sve merntlonsd below: .

~taping oral history — June Clark. Bunnmy Gundersen. Don
Teator : . .
~giving material o be placed on Tile - Chris MeDonalds
Toe Mangold, Dave Dively. Bonnde Persicos Rubth Bigelow, June



Glark: Fhyllie Beeschert, Edna ddams, Uris Ketocham, Marviet
Fasmussen

~loaning piloctures to be copied - Bunny SBundersen.
Harrigt Rasmusssr. Betty & Toolt VYaughn: June Clark, Marianne
Dooriys Serald Boomhowers Dave Dively. Gerald Ingalls,. Doris
Hempastead, Mick DiBrino

—genealogy — Harried Rasmussen,: Doris Hempstead

~heuse histories - June Clark, Phvllis Beechert: Rarbara
Valicenti, Eathie Williams

—-leoaning material to be copied ~ Lillian Hesks, Doris
Hempstead, Cris Ketcham, June Clark

~cematery inscriptions - Harviet FRazmussen

Omisslon of vouyr name or yvouwr projoct is oot
intantionals kindly jog my memory the next bime you see me,

Several projectss in addition toe the ones listsd above,
are beaging for a benefactor. Some of these incliude: '

—sohoixl Ristorys pilotures: current buildings and the
bulldings before centralization :

~Buginesse histories, descriptionss and detaills

~topical research projects -~ weathers politics. local
sronomy : how the community was shaped: special svents,
leisure pursuids, barns, trends in costs. current bappenings
tthe lasdt 30 yvearsl; sgto..

In addition: many of yvou have helped by attending
meetings: encouraging others to contribute o the group’s
afforts, publicizing cur goals and achisvements. letbing us
Brnow of curvent local svents and developments: making menhal
notes of good ideas, and listening. '

Where do we go from here? in the coming yvear? in the
GO a7

Ouy fivet half-~year was a promising one. Ouwr enthusiasme.
good intenticns. and participation allowsd us to complete
projects that fit cur gosls. Many of us are Finding ocut we
need bt take personal actiont If we donts there s nobody
elsze. Aleo, ocur groups’s aility to accommodate a vaviedy of
viewpointe in a friendly way. as well as our willingness o
take responsibility: 1 alwavs nesded to adapt to the
gquestions and problems that mavy arise.

One area we have not addressed is what action wse might
take to foster pressrvation of historic sites. We may need o
first help out the town government about thes definition of
such .

A oearly concerns. and a possible long rangs goal. is
hMaving a place of owr own - a historic site, a functional
building: etc. To be honest: given what I judge to be our
mands: [ don®t see this happening soon. But should a generous
beguest be presented.: some hard decisiorns would have to be
magie .

In closing:. a short-
oHymorert ) o would e ho eon

i}

ighted long rangs goal (an

tinue the progress made so Ffar,

3

accept growth as it comes. adapt to the changes that lis
ahead of us, and act as a rescurce for those people making
decizions abkout Sresnvilie.



